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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1681

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Representatives Buck, Gant, Sunp, Schoesler, Boldt, Mstin and
McMorri s)

Read first tinme 03/02/1999.

AN ACT Relating to state purchase of privately grown trout for
planting in state waters; adding new sections to Title 77 RCW nmaki ng
an appropriation; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that it is beneficial
to inprove opportunities for trout fishing in order to satisfy the
public’s demand for recreational fishing during a time of declining
opportunities to catch anadronous sal non and steel head trout.

Fish farmers can produce trout in a triploid genetic configuration
for the purpose of certifying that the fish are sterile and that they
cannot interbreed with wild trout. These fish are ideally suited to
pl anting into public | akes and ponds to provide i nmedi ate recreational
fishing at a reasonable cost. The fish continue to grow throughout
their life cycle and have the potential to grow to trophy size.

Planting of these catchable trout can provide increased angler
participation, increased fishing license sales, increased tourism
activities, and a boost to | ocal econom es.

The departnent of fish and wildlife is authorized to purchase these
privately produced fish to supplenent existing departnent trout
hat chery production. The planting of these catchable trout in water
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bodies with water quality sufficient to support fish life nmust not have
an adverse inpact on the wild trout popul ation.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The fish and wldlife commssion in
consultation with the departnent is authorized to determ ne which
waters of the state are appropriate for this use during the 1999 and
2000 cal endar years. In making this determnation, the conm ssion
shal | seek geographic distribution to assure opportunity to fishers
st at e- wi de.

The comm ssion in consultation wwth the departnment will determ ne
t he maxi mum nunber of fish that nmay be planted into state waters so as
not to conpete with the wild populations of fish species in the water
body.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The departnent shall report to the
appropriate |legislative commttees by February 1, 2001, regarding the
i npl enmentation of this act. The report shall include information

regardi ng the | ocati on and nunber of fish planted, the size of the fish
planted, and information relating to the cost-effectiveness of the
catchable trout program including an estimate of new |license sales
generated by the prograns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sumof . . . . . ., but not to exceed
$200,000 dollars, or so nuch thereof as may be necessary, is
appropriated from the general fund to the departnent of fish and
wildlife for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1999, to carry out the
pur poses of this act.

The sumof . . . . . ., but not to exceed $200, 000 dollars, or so
much t hereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated fromthe general fund
to the departnment of fish and wildlife for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2000, to carry out the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 3 of this act are each
added to Title 77 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
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1 state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
2 imedi ately.

~-- END ---
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